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MAKING A — 
COMMITMENT 


Is your company investing 


in the environment? 


Are your facilities going 
beyond the requirements of 


existing regulations? 


Have you discovered the 
_ benefits of practising | 


pollution prevention? 


Would.you like to receive 
recognition for your. 
environmental 


accomplishments? 


Then the new Pollution 


Prevention Pledge Program 


will be of interest to you. 


Pate SE INSe GN 


A number of facilities in the 
province voluntarily control 
their emissions to the environ- 
ment to a greater extent than is 


required under existing laws 


and regulations. Many.of these 


facilities have already started 
to reduce or eliminate the cre- 
ation of pollutants or wastes at 
their source. This enables them 
to build pollution prevention, a 
more effective way to protect 
the environment, into their 


planning process. 


- To acknowledge the achieve- 


ments of Ontario industries in 
pollution prevention and emis- 
sions reduction, and to pro- 
mote further improvements, 
the ministry has created a new 
voluntary program known as 
the Pollution Prevention 
Pledge Program or P?. 


BENEFITS OF 
PARTICIPATION 


Pollution prevention—reducing 


or eliminating the creation of 
pollution at its source—pro- 
duces economic benefits such 


as lower production and main- 


tenance costs. It also improves 


a facility’s relationship with 
the community. The Pollution 
Prevention Pledge Program 
presents an opportunity for a 
facility to receive recognition 
for its commitment to environ- 


PLEDGE 


P-R O° 6, ReARM 


mental protection, often while 


improving the bottom line. 


POLLUTION 


PREVENTION 
PLEDGE — 
PROGRAM 


The Pollution Prevention 
Pledge Program invites facili- 
ties to develop pollution reduc- 
tion goals which exceed exist- 
ing provincial, municipal or 
federal regulatory require- 
ments and to share them with 
the Ministry of Environment 
and Energy (MOEE). Program 
objectives include reducing 
releases of chemicals into the 
environment; lowering the use 
of toxic chemicals; and dimin- 
ishing the generation or dis- 
posal of hazardous or liquid’ 
industrial wastes. The ministry 
will publicly recognize com- 
mitments and achievements 
under this voluntary program 


in a number of ways. 


There are four levels of partici- 
pation associated with the 
Pollution Prevention Pledge 
Program: 


¢ P!-registration and 


planning 
@ P2-reduction commitment 
or pledge 


@ P3-reduction achievement 


POLLUTION PREVENTION PLEOGE PROGRAM 


 P4pollution prevention 

_ achievement _ 
A company may enter the pro- 
gram at any of these four lev- 
els, depending on the stage it 
has reached in its environmen- 
tal program. The ministry will | 
recognize individual facilities 
for achievements at each level. 
At the program’s highest level, 


P#, participating facilities. 


become eligible for an environ- ° 


mental award. 


LEVELS OF 
PARTICIPATION 
P1_Registration and 
planning | kd 

If a facility decides to become 
involved at the first level of the 
program, all it has to do is - 
contact MOEF’s Pollution’ 


_ Prevention Office and register - 


its intent to: 

@ develop a plan showing 
where pollutants can be 
eliminated or greatly 
reduced and calling atten- 
tion. to inefficient processes’ 
which may be wasting raw 
materials or products; 

. Ort 


@ make a commitment to 


reduce the quantity of pollu- | 


_ tants released from the facil- 
ity, the use of toxic chemi- © 
cals, or the generation of 
hazardous or liquid indus- 


trial waste. 


In many cases, facilities will 
want to develop pollution pre- 
vention plans before deciding 


what reduction commitments. 


they are able to make. A useful 
reference is the.Pollution - 


~ Prevention Planning Guidance 
Document and Workbook which - 
may be ordered from the min-.. 


istry’s Public Information - 
Centre.’ 


-A facility may remain at P! for . 


one year. Participation at this 


_stage will be noted in the pol- 
~ lution prevention registry. If 


the facility is not able to make > 
a reduction commitment after . 
one year it may re-register with 
the programtwhen it is ready 
to do so. 


‘P2_Reduction commitment— 


Pledge 
When a facility enters P?, it 


~ makes a public commitment to 


reduce releases of specific pol- 
lutants into the environment, 
decrease the generation of haz- 
ardous or liquid industrial 
waste, or decrease the use of : 
toxic chemicals. The commit- - 
ment normally will include 


milestones and dates for antici- 


"pated results. Any certificates 
of approval required for specif- ~ 
ic reduction projects should be 


obtained at this time. 


A facility may remain at P2 for 


up to two years or as long as it ~ 
continues, to make progress 


towards its commitment. 


“The ministry will record reduc- 
- tion commitments in its pollu-_ 


tion prevention registry and 


‘issue the facility with a certifi- 


cate of recognition. An annual 


~ program report will recognize 
__ all facilities participating at this 
level. 


_P8_Reduction achievement 


A facility attains this level ° 
when it reaches 50 per cent of 


- its. stated reduction commit- 


ment or a 20 per cent absolute 
reduction in releases of pollu- 
tants, use of toxic chemicals or 
generation of hazardous or lig- © 
uid industrial waste. Any 
approach, including recycling — 
and pollution treatment, may 
be used to achieve these reduc- 
tions. To remain at P?, facilities _ 
must be able to show progress * 
every three years. 


The ministry will record ps 


_ achievements in its pollution 


‘prevention registry and pre- 


sent facilities with a certificate 
of reduction achievement. The 
program’s annual report will 
highlight the facilities partici- 
pating at this level. . 


- Outstanding achievements will ) 
be featured in ministry 


newsletters and promotions. . 


POOH LUTON PREVENTION PLEDGE P-RO GR 


P4_Pollution prevention 
achievement | 

A facility earns recognition at 
the P4 level when ithas _ 
reached the P> (Reduction 


Achievement) criteria and has 


used at least one pollution pre- _ 


vention technique. Among 
acceptable pollution preven- 
tion techniques aren: 
improved process design, 
operation and maintenance; 
@ elimination or substitution 


of raw materials; _ 
@ product reformulation. 


‘Additional methods are listed 
in the Pollution. Prevention 
Planning Guidance Document 


referred to earlier. 


A facility must be able to show 
progress in pollution preven- 
tion at least once every three 
years to remain at P4. ’ | 
When a facility reaches P%, it 
will receive a certificate recog- 
nizing its achievement in pol- 

~ jution prevention and be. 


entered in the ministry’s pollu- 


tion prevention registry. Tt may. 


also display the ministry’s pol- 
lution prevention symbol and 


. Will be eligible both for special _ 


recognition in the program's 
annual report and fora pollu- 
tion prevention award for: 


_ exceptional achievement. : 


DETERMINING 
WHAT TO REDUCE 


‘The ministry encourages all 
commitments to reduce the 


quantity of pollutants released 


from a facility, the use of toxic 


chemicals, or the generation of 


hazardous or liquid industrial 


waste. Facilities may set their 
own priorities or base them on 
the ministry's generally accept- 
ed lists of toxic and persistent 
substances. | 

The program does not recog- 
nize reductions in non-haz- 
ardous solid wastes. These are 


dealt with by other ministry 


' programs. 


‘THE 50/30 


CHALLENGE 

The ministry is issuing an 
additional challenge with this 
program for industry to réduce 
the release of some of the most 
persistent, toxic and bioaccu- 
mulative chemicals, by 50 per 
cent by 1995 and-90 per cent by 
the year 2000, based on 1990 


levels. The ministry will give 
. additional recognition to facili- 


ties that meet these targets. 


- The most persistent and toxic 


substances are listed in the 


report Candidate Substances List 
for Bans and Phaseouts (or its 


" update) which is available from. 


the ministry’s Public Informa- 


tion Centre. 


ESTIMATING AND 


TRACKING 


REDUCTIONS 


Facilities joining the program , 


can account for their reduc- 


tions in a number of acceptable _ 


ways. 


Estimates of reductions should 


be based on one or more of the 


following: 


4 


monitoring data, invoices, 
manifest reports, or other _ 
direct measurements of the 
chemical or hazardous 


waste; 


mass balance calculations, 
which estimate the amount 


of chemical or hazardous 


_ waste in streams entering 


and/or-leaving individual 
processes; . 
recognized, published emis- 
sion factors such as those 
relating releases to produc- 


tion rates or equipment 


type, e.g., air emission fac- 
tors; . 
other approaches such as 
engineering calculations, . 
e.g., estimating evaporation 
using published mathemati- 


cal formulas, best engineer- 


ing judgment, applying an 


‘ - -estimated removal efficiency 


to a waste stream. 


PO LAE Ui tor N 


Tracking of reductions can be. 
accomplished in several differ- 
ent ways: 


conducting an inventory of: 


PREV EN hoe 


PLEDGE 


using invoices, accounting 


entries, or other procedures 
such as the Workplace 
Hazardous Materials 


PROGRAM 


PROGRAM 
REGISTRY AND 
ANNUAL REPORT 


The program registry will con- 


releases to air, water or land. 
Examples of acceptable 
inventories include the 

~ National Pollutant Release 
Inventory (NPRI) produced 
by Environment Canada, 
the US Environmental 
Protection Agency (USEPA) 
Toxic Release Inventory _ 
(TRI), the Canadian 
Chemical Producers’ 
Association (CCPA) 
National Emissions 
-Reduction Masterplan® 
(NERM®). Comparable 
methods may be used to cal- 


culate total emissions for the: 


facility. . 


A description of the process 


of reducing emissions is 
optional when using these 
methods. 

employing on-site haz- 
ardous and liquid industrial 


waste records. 


A facility must describe 
its. reduction methods to 
provide assurance that 
reductions have not been | 
achieved through transfer to 
another medium. 


Information System 
(WHMIS) to demonstrate 
the reduced use of toxics. 
- A facility must describe 
its reduction methods to 
_ provide assurance that 
reductions have not beer 


achieved by substituting one ~ 


toxic chemical for another. 
Detailed data do not need to be 
submitted to the ministry but 
facilities should keep the 
reports on file. 


VERIFYING 
REDUCTIONS. 


Verification will be carried out 


on a small number of random- 


ly-selected facilities to ensure — 


that acceptable methods have 


been used to estimate and 
track reductions. A selected 
facility may choose from a 
variety of verification options 
or may develop its own : 
method with the agreement of 
the ministry. For more informa- 
tion on verification, contact the 
ministry’s Pollution Prevention 
Office. » 


tain a simple listing of the 


names of facilities in the pro- 


gram and the participation 


_level they have reached. 


The ministry’s annual program 


report will analyze company 


submissions with respect to the 


_number and geographic distri- 


bution of participating facili- 
ties; levels of participation by 
various industrial sectors; and 
the number, types and 
amounts of chemicals being 
reduced. | 


Both the report and the registry 


will be available to the public. 


POS Ui ON 


ACHIEVEMENT 

_ AWARDS 

In addition to certificates of 

recognition and achievement at 

the P2, P?, or P4 levels, the min- 

; istry will give out annual 
awards to recognize outstand- 
ing efforts.and success in pol-’ 

lution prevention by facilities 
participating at the P* leyel. 

‘The ministry will present facili- 
ty awards to participants in the 

‘following categories: 
small facilities with fewer 

than 10 employees; 
@ medium-sized facilities with 

* 10 to 100 employees; 

-@ large facilities with more 
than 100 employees. 
Companies, associations and 
groups which encourage pollu- 
tion prevention planning and 
have a link between their envi- 
ronmental programs and the 
Pollution Prevention Pledge 


Program will be eligible to win . 


a special award. 
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REFERENCES 


The following publications on 


pollution prevention are avail- 

able-upon request: 

@ Pollution Prevention in 
Ontario pamphlet 

¢ P# Guide to Application 
booklet 

¢ P* Awards booklet 


@ Pollution Prevention Planning 
Guidance Document and 
Workbook. 


¢ Candidate Substances List for 


Bans or Phase—Outs 
(or its update) 


FOR 
INFORMATION 

For a sign-up kit which con- ~ 
tains the P4 Overview, Guide 
to. Application and the Awards 
booklet, and other publications 
on pollution prevention, please 


contact by mail, phone or fax: 


The Public Information Centre ~ 


Ministry of Environment and 


- Energy: 


135 St. Clair Ave. W. 


Toronto, Ont. 


MA4V 1P5 


PoESEr Debs re. 


PROGRAM. 


Telephone: (416) 323-4321 

1 (800) 565-4923 - 
Fax: (416) 323-4564 
A publication order form is 
available for your convenience. 
For technical information on 
the Pollution Prevention 
Pledge Program (P*) or pollu- 


. tion prevention, please contact: 


The Pollution Prevention 


Office 


_ Ministry of Environment and 


Energy 


~ 135 St. Clair Ave. W. 


Toronto, Ont. 
MA4V 1P5 
Phone: (416) 314-4135 


Fax: (416) 314-7930 


POL E UT OrN PREVENTION PLEDGE PROGRAM 


NOTE: The Pollution Prevention Pledge Program in no way diminishes or varies an industry’s responsibilities 


under federal, provincial or municipal laws, either existing or coming into effect after this program is entered into. 
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